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Thank you and you and you! 
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Thank you! These two words

hardly seem adequate for the

tremendous amount of effort

and personal sacrifice that

the many volunteers gave to

make Reclaiming Our Heritage

the most successful yet. It

was truly a remarkable event

with over 400 reenactors and

8,000 visitors. It attracted

VA dignitaries from Washington,

DC and our own Wisconsin

Governor Jim Doyle.


On a personal note, my greatest

thrill was seeing the over 350


“I am extremely proud!” exclaimed 
Glen W. Grippen, Milwaukee medical center director, 
speaking of the growth of Reclaiming Our Heritage as 
Wisconsin’s Governor Jim Doyle looks on. Mr. Grippen 
made his remarks at the official welcome to Reclaiming 
Our Heritage on Saturday. He cited the force behind the 
event – “We are here to remember veterans. Remember 
history. To make sure our youngest Americans understand 
the price of freedom. Freedom is not free!” 
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middle schoolers listening

intently to the reenactors on

Friday’s Civil War School Day.

What was billed as “a living

history event” was coming true

before my very eyes. But there

were many “great thrills” on the

weekend. It is impossible to list

them all, but listening to the

First Brigade Band sent chills

running up and down my spine. And

then, there were the WWII vets who

cried and thanked us for Sunday’s

events.


Please take Reclaiming Our Heritage

personally. It is your legacy as a

volunteer and as an employee. Take

special pride in what you have

accomplished this past weekend. It

is impressive, and know that what

you have done has made an impact. 


We as volunteers have those heart

warming moments. It is what makes

ROH a personal event for you and

me. Talk it up! Encourage more to

volunteer. I thank you. See you

next year.


Education is an expanded goal
of Reclaiming Our Heritage. This year the event opened a 
day earlier for school children to explore the historic 
grounds and interact with the reenactors. The focus was to 
reinforce classroom learning with on-site experiences. It 
worked. 

Sincerely,


Glen W. Grippen

Medical Center Director




Denise Ott, 
not in uniform, takes a try at firing a cannon 

She said that this was the best part of 
Reclaiming Our Heritage. Ms. Ott is a 
Medical Center employee working in 

education and is a volunteer who worked 

for June 4 and 5, 2005. 

Pride is showing — 

steps out of his squad to take a 

Milwaukee Police Color Guard – 
before the Positively Patriotic 

formed color guard is currently 

marches in parades and available 
for special Medical Center events. 

Clement J. Zablocki 

Milwaukee, WI 53295 

bi
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it wound through the historic grounds. It is estimated that 4,000 took advantage of 

before a 
standing-room-only crowd gathered for noon 

Norman Oswald recognized the tremendous 

Laura Rinaldi. She received a standing 

Soldiers Home Foundation for restoration of 
the chapel on the grounds. It was built in 
1889 as a multi-denominational chapel and is 
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Fire when ready – 
provided by the Civil War Confederate troops. 

year-long to make everything go right. She is 
involved in planning next year’s event slated 

VA Police Chief Jerry Brown 

picture of his troops – VA 

Parade on Saturday. The recently 

the only one in the VA system that 

VA Medical Center, 

The community relations office publishes 5000 West 
weekly as a channel of communication for employees, 
volunteers, patients and friends. 5000 West 

employees and volunteers through information, recognition

Articles of interest are welcome. The editor reserves the 

deadline is two days prior to publication. Your comments 

5000 West, VA Medical Center, Milwaukee, WI 53295:

Glen W. Grippen

Editor and photo – John W. Zewiske 

Today’s circulation: 1,000--vi 

“I have everything under control,” shouts VA Assistant 
as he coordinates parade traffic movement. The 110

unit Positively Patriotic Parade was one of the highlights of Saturday’s activities as 

the picture perfect weather to sit on the curb and watch the patriotism march on by. 

A job well done – 
Mass on Sunday, Medical Center Chaplain 

efforts of event originator and coordinator, 

ovation. The collection was presented to the 

the primary focus of restoration efforts by 
the organization. 
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